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Research

Do co-workers engage or estrange after hours?

By Bernie DeGroat

News Service

It's true what they say. Business and pleasure really don't mix — at least not for
Americans, according to a U-M study.

"Compared to counterparts in other countries, U.S. co-workers are less likely to extend 
professional ties into a variety of settings beyond the workplace," says Jeffrey 
Sanchez-Burks, assistant professor of management and organizations at the Stephen M. 
Ross School of Business. This is so, he continues, "even though factors that typically
constrain social interaction with co-workers after hours — marriage, kids, time spent
working — have remained constant or weakened."

Sanchez-Burks and colleagues Wayne Baker and Aleksandra Kacperczyk studied data 
going back to 1985 on American workers and their colleagues with whom they regularly 
interact on the job. They found that 30 percent of employees have a close confidant at 
work, down from nearly half in 1985.

"On the one hand, theories on increasing social isolation in the United States suggest a 
decline in co-worker (interaction and socialization), but on the other hand, studies 
documenting the increasing importance of organizational life in American society predict 
(otherwise)," says Baker, professor of management and organizations at the Ross 
School and professor of sociology. 

The researchers examined the connection between emotional energy and co-worker 
multiplexity, which occurs when employees have both a work and personal relationship 
with each other. They also conducted a cross-national survey among workers in the 
United States, Poland and India to explore cultural differences and similarities in 
work/nonwork relationships.

They looked at four ways in which co-worker ties extend beyond the workplace: 
socializing with a co-worker after hours, inviting a co-worker to visit his or her home, 
spending vacations with a co-worker and borrowing money from a co-worker.

On average U.S. workers spend time outside of work with less than half of the 
co-workers with whom they regularly interact on the job, compared to 74 percent for 
Polish workers and 78 percent for Indian workers.

American workers invite 32 percent of their "close" colleagues to their home, while the 
numbers are 66 percent and 71 percent, respectively, for Polish and Indian workers. 
They go on vacation with 6 percent of the co-workers with whom they have regular 
contact at work, but for Poles and Indians, the percentages are 25 and 45, respectively.

Finally, U.S. employees would borrow money, if needed, from 18 percent of their 
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co-workers, as opposed to 46 percent for Polish workers and 58 percent for Indian 
workers.

The study shows that despite Americans' reluctance to socialize with co-workers after 
hours, when they do, they derive positive emotional energy from the experience.

"However, sharing a vacation with a co-worker is not significantly related to energy," 
says Kacperczyk, a Ross School doctoral student. "It may be that vacationing is more 
demanding of individual attention and commitment than other forms of multiplexity."

More Stories

U-M selects Diag for Spring Commencement
Scarnecchia named vice president, general counsel
New policy to help grad student parents
Knee brace generates electricity from walking
Totenberg predicts more female chief justices
Spotlight: Programmer a Hawaiian music master
Vandals trash Arb, damage benches
24 Michigan colleges launch jobs portal
U-M to see increases if governor's budget plan holds up
Activist combats sex trafficking
Success of U-M screenwriters elevates program reputation
Talk: Future of black education relies on embracing past
Breast cancer care, prevention topic of Black History Month talk
New analysis confirms ancient beginnings for birds
Hold on tight: Talk unbuckles physics of rollercoasters
Don't blame the trees: Social factors, not forests, dictate disease patterns
Do co-workers engage or estrange after hours?
Artist Trimpin deliversinnovative synthesis to U-M
In the News
Don't miss: Artists-designers reveal link between research, self-expression 
Photo: Computer cadettes
Photo: Ahmad Jamal at Hill Feb. 26
Photo: Turnley talks, shows work at RC Feb. 12

Front Page | Accolades | News Briefs | View Events | Submit Events | U-M Jobs | Advertise | Publication Schedule
Archives | Obituaries | Police Beat | Regents Roundup | Research Reporter | Letters | Contact Webmaster

Copyright 2008 The Regents of the University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI 48109 USA 1-734-764-1817 

Non-Discrimination Policy 


